
OBJECTIVES:
ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 5

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

ANSWER !'S
YOUR NAME

VOTES
Emily S.

ABOUT THE CARDS:

Meaning: 

“I AM VERY ANGRY”
Literal Translation:  

What is the  
Figurative meaning  

of this idiom?:

LANGUAGE: HINDI

I am excreting embers 

SET UP:

Earn points for guessing the correct translation; and also earn points 
when other players vote for your made-up translation. The player with 
the most points after 10 rounds wins the game.

Place the box of cards within easy reach of all players.  

Choose one player to be the Scorekeeper, and give them the Score Pad. 
Give each player a pencil and one sheet from the Answer Pad.  Make sure 
each player writes their name on their answer sheet. The answer sheet is 
double-sided (hence 10 rounds per game).

There are 3 kinds of cards in this game, and players will be asked to provide  
3 different kinds of made-up answers.

1. Picture Cards:
These are pictures of actual signs, packages, menus, and the like. One or more 
of the words have been covered by three question marks. Players look at the 
picture and come up with what they think is the best or funniest suggestion for 
what is covered.

2. Movie Titles:
Players are given the original English name of a movie, and a country that did 
not use a direct translation. Players create their funniest version of what that 
country used as the title (when translated back into English).

3. Idioms: 
Players are shown an idiom in another language and the English literal  
(word-for-word) translation. Players must guess what the idiom actually means.

COUNTRY: “DREAMING”

LANGUAGE: 

What mistranslated  
word is used here???

Lawn sign...

???

CHINESE

Movie: 
“VASELINE”

COUNTRY:

What is this movie called?  

(In the country below)

Grease
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INSTRUCTIONS Page 1

‘HOW TO PLAY’ - on page 2...



HOW TO PLAY:
Choose a player to be the first Editor (perhaps the player who knows the most languages).

The Editor draws a card and reads the front of the card aloud (the front is the side with a red 
frame) while keeping the official translation hidden (the official translation is printed on the 
back of the card). For Picture Cards, lay the card down on the table for all players to see.

Meaning: 

“I AM VERY ANGRY”

Literal Translation:  

What is the  
Figurative meaning  

of this idiom?:

LANGUAGE: HINDI

I am excreting embers 

Players use their answer sheets to create funny, clever, or accurate translations. 
While the rest of the Players are creating their witty replies, the Editor must write 
the official translation on their answer sheet (the Editor does this in case another 
player sees them reading an answer off a card - rather than from the answer 
sheet – which would make it easy to spot which was the official translation).

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 5

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

ANSWER !'SYOUR NAME VOTES

Jane Doe

I am very Angry

After players have had an opportunity to craft their answers, all answer sheets are handed to the Editor. 
The Editor now reads all the replies aloud. It is important to read all the replies with equal authority, as if all 
have an equal opportunity of being the official translation. Stumbling over unreadable or unknown words 
will let the rest of the players know which answers the Editor did not write (if the Editor has an issue with a 
response, they should ask that player to step aside for a conference, before reading any answers aloud).  

Note: If two players have answers that are very similar, the Editor should only read one 
answer (and split any votes it receives between the two players). This may result in half points.  ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 5

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

ANSWER !'S
YOUR NAME

VOTES
J. Smith

a hot head JR
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Once the Editor has read all the responses aloud, 
players guess which answer is the official translation. 
Players guess one at a time, beginning with the player 
to the left of the Editor. Players may vote for their own 
translation, but this earns them no points. 

The Editor then works with the Scorekeeper to 
record the score of each player for that round. 
Once scoring is complete, the answer sheets 
are returned to the players and the role of 
Editor moves clockwise around the table.

As each player chooses which answer they like, the Editor should record on each player’s 
answer sheets who guessed what. Write the initials of each player beside the answers they 
voted for. Once all the players have voted, the Editor shares which answer is the official 
translation. The Editor also selects their favorite answer (usually the most humorous answer).

Note: If you know the official translation, don’t just blurt it out…write it down! If a player 
answers the same as the official translation, the Editor announces which player knew the 
translation, and that player is awarded 3 points. However, their answer is not read aloud and 
they do not get to participate in guessing. Other than this, the round is played as normal.

‘Scoring’ - on page 3...

+1 for each vote a translation receives.

+2 for guessing the official translation.

+3 answers identical/extremely close to the official translation.

+2 for the Editor if no one guesses the official translation.

+1 Editor’s choice.
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SCORING:

OPTIONAL RULE FOR 4 PLAYER GAMES: 

+1 for each vote a translation receives.

+2 for guessing the official translation.

+3 to any player who writes an answer identical (or extremely close) to the official translation.

+2 for the Editor if no one guesses the official translation.

+1 for the Editor’s choice

In order to have more answers to choose from, in 4 player games, the Editor can create an 
answer as well as record the official translation. At the beginning of the game, simply add an 
extra answer sheet to the game, and label it “The Editor”. This is where the translations off the 
back of the cards will be recorded. This Answer Sheet should travel around the table with the 
role of Editor.  Of course, the Editor still cannot vote in a 4 player game. 

WINNING:
After 10 rounds, the player with the most points wins the game. 

106-4226 COMMERCE CIRCLE, VICTORIA BC, CANADA V8Z 6N6

After 10 rounds - depending on the number of players - it 
could happen that some players are the Editor more than 
other players. This is a slight disadvantage. Hence, each 
player who acts as the Editor one more round than other 
players adds a bonus 2 points to their final score.

ROUND 1

ROUND 2

ROUND 5

ROUND 3

ROUND 4

ANSWER !'S
YOUR NAME

VOTES
John Roe

I am furious

Meaning: 
“I AM VERY ANGRY”


